
Public Involvement Meeting

Polk County
Summer 2022

WIS 46, US 8 to WIS 35

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for viewing the presentation for the WIS 46 resurfacing project between US 8 and WIS 35 in Polk County. We appreciate your time and any input you can provide.



Agenda
• Location
• Purpose and Need
• Proposed Improvements
• Proposed Traffic Impacts
• Real Estate Needs
• Next Steps
• Input

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of public involvement is to obtain your input on the identification of project needs, the proposed improvements and anticipated traffic and pedestrian impacts during construction. To do that, this presentation is going to provide you with:The project locationThe project purpose and needProposed improvementsProposed traffic impactsReal estate needsNext stepsHow to provide input



Location

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project is located along WIS 46 between US 8 and WIS 35. WIS 46 is a north-south highway in the towns of Balsam Lake and Milltown and runs through the villages of Balsam Lake and Milltown. The project is 11.4-miles in length.



Purpose and Need
• Purpose:
Preserve the function, operation and safety of WIS 46 and 

minimize the overall life cycle cost of the corridor.

• Need:
Prevent poor riding surfaces and further 

deterioration on WIS 46.
Make pedestrian curb ramps in the village of 

Balsam Lake Americans With Disabilities Act compliant.
Restore function of highway drainage system.
Upgrade guardrail to current safety standards.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the proposed project is to preserve the function of WIS 46. Correctly timed resurfacing projects such as this have been shown to reduce routine maintenance costs and extend the usable service life of a highway.The project is primarily needed to prevent poor riding surfaces and further pavement deterioration on WIS 46. Preventing further deterioration will improve the driving surface and safety of the roadway while also protecting the existing lower roadway base layers from damage and deterioration. Secondary project needs are to replace non-compliant pedestrian curb ramps with ADA compliant curb ramps, perform culvert maintenance or replacements to restore the function of the highway drainage system and replace non-compliant guardrail with systems that meet the most current safety standards.



Proposed Improvements

• Recycle the existing pavement surface and place new hot-mix 
asphalt pavement in rural areas.

• Remove a portion of the existing pavement surface
and place new hot-mix asphalt through the village 
of Balsam Lake.

• Remove and replace non-compliant guardrail.
• Upgrade pedestrian curb ramps to meet ADA standards.
• Repair or replace deteriorated culverts.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed project WIS 46 is 11.4 miles. In rural areas, 4 inches of existing asphalt pavement will be cold-in-place recycled and overlaid with 2.75 inches of new asphalt pavement. Cold-in-place recycling involves breaking up the existing pavement surface and refreshing it with additional binder material, creating a new base for paving. The roadway surface will be about 3 inches higher than existing in these areas. Through urban areas with existing curb and gutter, the pavement will be milled and overlaid with new asphalt pavement to match the existing facilities. The asphalt pavement in the parking lanes will be replaced and paid for by the village of Balsam Lake. Guardrail within the project limits does not meet current safety standards and will be replaced with new hardware. All pedestrian curb ramps that do not meet ADA standards within the village of Balsam Lake will be reconstructed to meet these standards. One curb ramp will be added on the east side of WIS 46 across from Courthouse Avenue to accommodate a pedestrian crossing. Culverts will be cleaned, lined, repaired and reset if possible, and badly deteriorated culverts will be replaced with new culvert pipes.



Proposed Traffic Impacts
• Motorists can expect to encounter the following conditions:
WIS 46 will remain open to traffic, but there will be lane closures 

controlled by flagging.
Traffic may be reduced to one lane on side roads when construction 

operations are occurring within the intersection
Parking may be limited or restricted in the village of Balsam 

Lake while pavement removal and replacement is occurring.
Culvert replacements may require lane shifts and gravel 

surfaces during removal and replacement.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Construction is currently scheduled for Spring 2026 but could occur as early as Spring 2025 if funding becomes available.  The project is expected to begin in April and last until September.  During this time, WIS 46 will remain open to all traffic.  Motorists can expect to encounter lane closures controlled with flaggers during normal working hours.  Within the Village of Balsam Lake, parking along WIS 46 (Main Street) may be limited or restricted while pavement removal and replacement is occurring or while curb ramps are being replaced.  On side roads, traffic may be reduced to one lane temporarily while construction is occurring within the intersection.  Culvert maintenance will primarily occur off the roadway at the ends of the pipes, but culverts that need replacing may require lane shifts, flagging, and temporary gravel surfaces during removal and replacement.



Proposed Traffic Impacts
• Temporary sidewalks and curb ramps will be provided while curb 

ramps are under construction.
• Access to business and residential driveways will be maintained 

during construction.
• Local and emergency access will be maintained to all businesses 

and residences throughout construction.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pedestrian accommodations will be provided within the village of Balsam Lake while pedestrian curb ramps are under construction. These accommodations will include temporary curb ramps and signed pedestrian detour routes. Pedestrians will always have access to businesses in the village.  Throughout the project, access to business and residential driveways will be maintained during construction. Local and emergency access will be maintained throughout construction, and the contractor will be required to coordinate with emergency responders and service providers such as the postal service and refuse/recycling collectors.



Real Estate Needs

• Temporary limited easements (TLEs) will be required for 
pedestrian curb ramp reconstruction 
to provide correct slopes.

• No permanent real estate acquisition 
will be needed.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Real estate impacts are expected to be very minor. Small temporary limited easements (TLEs) are anticipated to accommodate six of the curb ramp reconstructions. These easements are needed primarily to correct the slopes of existing sidewalk on private property to match the required sidewalk slopes for curb ramps in the existing right of way. Sidewalk in the TLEs will be replaced in-kind through the project. No permanent real estate acquisitions are required for the project.



Next Steps
• Complete environmental studies and coordination: July 1, 2022
• Finish preliminary design reports and plans: Oct. 1, 2022
• Acquire TLEs for curb ramps: Spring/summer 2023
• Submit final plans: May 1, 2024
• Begin construction: 2026
Could occur as early as 2025 if funding is available

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Upcoming project steps include completing all environmental studies and coordination by July 1, 2022, so the environmental document can be signed. This includes analyzing historical and archaeological sites, coordinating endangered and threatened species mitigation and determining any preliminary wetland impact areas. Preliminary design reports and plans will be completed by Oct. 1, 2022. Real estate acquisition is expected to begin in early spring 2023. Final plans are due May 1, 2024. Construction currently is scheduled to begin in 2026, but work could occur as early as 2025 if funding becomes available. Construction is expected to begin in April and end in mid-September of the same construction year.



Input
• Provide input by July 1, 2022
Complete comment form and submit by:
o Mail: Beth Cunningham, P.E.

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
W7102 Green Valley Road
Spooner, WI 54801

o Email: Beth.Cunningham@dot.wi.gov
o Phone: (715) 635-4973

• Information: https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/
nw/wis46polk/default.aspx

Deaf, hard-of-hearing, deaf-blind 
and speech-disabled persons 
should contact the Wisconsin 
Relay Service by dialing 711.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please provide input by July 1, 2022. Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public as well as the needs of the local community.Comments can be submitted to WisDOT Project Manager Beth Cunningham by mail, email or phone.More information about the project can be found on it design website.

mailto:Beth.Cunningham@dot.wi.gov
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