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The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) is conducting a virtual 
public involvement meeting to present project information for the proposed 
US 12/18 and County AB Interchange project located on the east side of 
Madison. 
 

Project limits 
o Along US 12/18: from approximately ½-mile west of Millpond Road to 

¾-mile east of County AB 
o Along County AB: from Hope Hollow Trail to Luds Lane 

 

Project purpose 
The purpose of the US 12/18 and County AB interchange project is to reduce 
the overall number and severity of crashes along the corridor, decrease travel 
time delays, expand bicycle/pedestrian access, and support community 
cohesion and economic development in the region.  
 
Traffic during construction 
o US 12/18 – Staged construction to keep highway open with lane closures 
o County AB – Closed with a detour during later stages of construction 
o Access will be maintained to private residences and local businesses 

 

Project schedule (subject to change) 

2021 
Spring – Complete the environmental process and preliminary design plans 
Summer – Begin real estate acquisitions  
 
2021 - 2022 
Winter – Complete real estate acquisitions, finalize roadway design plans 

  
2022 - 2023 
Late Summer 2022 – Construction begins; Late Fall – Construction completed 
  

 
For additional information 
about the project, contact: 
 
Derek Potter, P.E. 
WisDOT Project Manager 
(608) 246-3861 
derek.potter@dot.wi.gov 
 
Scott Schoenmann, P.E. 
WisDOT Project Supervisor 
(608) 246-3848 
scott.schoenmann@dot.wi.gov 
 
Steven Theisen 
WisDOT Region 
Communications Manager 
(608) 884-1230 
steven.theisen@dot.wi.gov 
 
WisDOT Southwest Region  
Madison Office: 
2101 Wright Street 
Madison WI 53704-2583 
Phone: (608) 246-3800 
swr.dtsd@dot.wi.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WisDOT Mission statement: 
Provide leadership in the 
development and operation of a 
safe and efficient transportation 
system. 

US 12/18 and County AB Interchange  
Madison, Dane County     
Virtual Public Involvement Meeting/Presentation - February 2021 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation – Dedicated people creating  
transportation solutions through innovation and exceptional service. 



 

 

 

Project information 
WisDOT has investigated numerous alternatives to alleviate crashes and improve traffic operations along US 12/18 
and recommends a grade-separated strategy. Federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds have been 
committed to remove the two hazardous at-grade intersections at Millpond Road/Long Drive and County AB. Removal 
of these at-grade intersections will greatly increase safety, decrease delay, and support economic development 
through increased access.  

The following is a summary of proposed improvements:   

o Construct a diamond interchange on new alignment approximately 1,000 feet east of the existing County AB 
intersection with roundabouts at the ramp terminals. 

o Construct frontage roads to connect Millpond Road and Long Drive into realigned County AB. 

o Add a roundabout at the new County AB and Millpond Road intersection. 

o Remove access along US 12/18 between I-39/90 and County AB with the exception of the eastbound US 12/18 
exit ramp/right turn movement onto Millpond Road. 

o Add a roundabout at the new eastbound US 12/18 exit ramp terminal and Millpond Road intersection.  
 

The US 12/18 and County AB interchange project is consistent with WisDOT’s plan for the corridor as a freeway facility 
and the City of Madison’s land use plan. Additionally, the proposed County AB interchange will provide improved 
pedestrian/bicycle access. Residents in neighborhoods to the north of US 12/18 will be able to safely cross the busy 
route on designated pedestrian/bicycle facilities.  

WisDOT, the Ho-Chunk Nation, the City of Madison, and the Town of Cottage Grove are partners on the recommended 
transportation solution. This stakeholder group has met several times over the past few years to ensure continued 
coordination and awareness of the proposed improvement project. 

An environmental review will be completed this spring prior to the project moving into the final design phase. The 
environmental review process will identify properties that may qualify as eligible for historic preservation, identify 
hazardous substances or contaminants that may be in the project area, identify natural resource impacts, and review 
storm water runoff and its effect on the local waterways. 

Real estate  
Temporary easements during construction (28 acres) and property acquisitions (34 acres) are anticipated from 
10 property owners. The City of Madison plans to dedicate approximately 7 acres of land for the construction of new 
frontage roads at no cost to the project. WisDOT anticipates beginning real estate acquisitions in summer 2021. 

Website information  
A virtual presentation and exhibits will be available to view starting February 2, 2021 on the project website at: 
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/sw/us1218-countyab/.  

All persons having an interest in the project are encouraged to view the website and provide input using the online 
comment form. Your comments will assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public as 
well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout the design process. 
Comments received prior to March 5, 2021 will be included in the environmental document. 

In This Together program 
WisDOT recognizes businesses located in work zones have special needs. It's critical that 
customers have access to businesses and that they continue to visit them, regardless of any 
road work inconvenience. The In This Together program includes: 

o Workbook and case studies that demonstrate techniques that have been successfully 
used in communities throughout Wisconsin. 

o Promotional samples showing a variety of examples of how businesses have promoted 
their businesses during construction. 

This program is offered to business and community leaders as an idea source as they plan for road construction 
in their area. Through communication and cooperation, businesses can not only survive, but thrive, when road 
construction comes to town. Additional information on the In This Together program can be found at: 
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/in-together/.   
 


