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Purpose of the meeting 
 
The informal meeting is being conducted to inform the general public and local officials, in regard 
to the upcoming improvement project on STH 131, located in the Town of Wauzeka, Town of 
Marietta, Village of Steuben, Town of Haney, Village of Bell Center, Village of Gays Mills, Town 
of Clayton, and the Village of Soldiers Grove in Crawford County.   
 
A Local Officials Meeting was held on February 9, 2022 to allow for officials to provide feedback 
on the project.   
 
A brief presentation is scheduled to begin at 6:30PM. The remainder of the meeting will follow an 
open house format. 

 
Project information 
 
We are proposing to improve 26.5 miles of STH 131 within the three (3) following projects.   
 
Project Purpose: 
The purpose of the three (3) projects on STH 131 between Wauzeka and Soldiers Grove, in 
Crawford County, is to address the pavement deficiencies of this section of the STH 131 corridor 
by addressing the pavement conditions, roadway cross-sections, and ADA compliance in urban 
locations.   
 
The project segments are currently in the Environmental Document stage of the design process.  
Archaeological and historical studies were conducted in 2021 and are currently being reviewed 
by WisDOT.  The environmental document is estimated to be completed in the spring of 2022.  
 
See project location map and overview sheet attached for project locations.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PROJECT SEGMENT LOCATION MAP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

Project #1, ID: 5780-03-31. 
Roadway Segment: STH 60 to 0.49 Mi E of Railway St. 
Project length: 7.61 Miles. 
 
The project is located in the Town of Wauzeka, Town of Marietta, and the Village of Steuben on 
STH 131. The project limits are from WIS 60 TO 0.49 MI E Railway Street with a project length of 
7.61 miles.  The project segment was constructed in the 1940's and last overlaid in 1995.   
 
The project segment will consist of a mill and relay of the existing pavement and then an HMA 
pavement overlay of the STH 131 roadway with 3.5-Inch asphaltic pavement.  The existing 
shoulder will also be paved to a variable 1ft to 4ft width with a 1ft gravel shoulder outside the 
paved limit.  
 
The urban section in the Village of Steuben, will be reconstructed with parking lanes, new curb 
and gutter, storm sewer and sidewalk.  ADA compliance will be improved at intersections by 
upgrading existing handicap ramps to meet current ADA guidelines.   
 
No structure work is part of this roadway segment of STH 131.  
 
Project #2, ID: 5780-03-01. 
Roadway Segment: 0.49 Mi E of Railway St to Sunny Ridge Road. 
Project length: 4.48 Miles. 
 
The project is located in the Village of Steuben, Town of Marietta, and the Town of Haney on 
STH 131. The project limits are from 0.49 Mi E of Railway St to Sunny Ridge Road with a project 
length of 4.48 miles.  The project segment was constructed in the 1940's and last overlaid in 
1995.   
 
The project segment will consist of a mill and relay of the existing pavement and then HMA 
pavement overlay of the STH 131 roadway with 3.5-Inch asphaltic pavement.  The existing 
shoulder will also be paved to a variable 1ft to 4ft width with a 1ft gravel shoulder outside the 
paved limit. 
 
The project segment will include six (6) new bridge structures and one (1) new box culvert 
replacing obsolete structures within the project length.  Bridges B-12-705, B-12-817, B-12-818, 
C-12-1792, B-12-697, B-12-698, and B-12-801 will be replaced with new structures in similar 
locations.  The new structures will be designed to meet current WisDOT Standards.  
   
Project #3, ID: 5780-03-02. 
Roadway Segment: Sunny Ridge Road to Pleasant Street. 
Project length: 14.42 Miles. 
 
The project is located in the Town of Haney, Village of Bell Center, Village of Gays Mills, Town of 
Clayton, and Village of Soldiers Grove on STH 131. The project limits are from Sunny Ridge 
Road to the Kickapoo River in the Village of Soldiers Grove with a project length of 14.42 miles.  
The project segment was constructed in the 1940's and last overlaid in 1990’s.   
 
The project segment will consist of a mill and relay of the existing pavement and then HMA 
pavement overlay of the STH 131 roadway with 3.5-Inch asphaltic pavement.  The existing 
shoulder will also be paved to a variable 1ft to 4ft width with a 1ft gravel shoulder outside the 
paved limit. 



 

 

 
The urban section in the Village of Soldiers Grove, will be reconstructed per typical sections with 
12ft lanes, 4 ft shoulders, new curb and gutter, storm sewer and sidewalk.  ADA compliance will 
be improved at intersections by upgrading existing handicap ramps to meet current ADA 
guidelines. 
 
No structure work is part of this roadway segment of STH 131   
 
 

 

Proposed traffic impacts 
 
Construction is scheduled to begin on (2025).  
 
During construction, STH 131 will be closed to through traffic and detoured onto STH 60 and 
USH 61.  See detour overview map.  
 
Access to local traffic and businesses will be allowed.  There may be times during construction 
that traffic local traffic may be delayed, such as culvert or structure work required for the project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PROJECT DETOUR ROUTE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 

 

Real estate  
 
Additional right of way will be required for this project in various segments of the project.  The 
right of way impacts are anticipated at new structure and culvert replacements in the rural 
sections of the project.   
 
It is also anticipated that several parcels with the area of the Village of Steuben and the Village of 
Soldiers Grove where roadway and sidewalk improvements are to be completed that right of way 
impacts will be needed.  Small strip acquisitions are anticipated to accommodate the new road 
improvements.  No relocations are anticipated.     
 
Preliminary right of way impacts are shown on the exhibits. WisDOT expects to begin real estate 
acquisition in late 2022. 
 

Project update/next steps 
 
No other general public meetings are anticipated for this project.   
 
Additional meetings may be conducted with local officials as needed.   
 
Public input/comments 
 
We encourage you to talk to the project representatives and ask them questions. Attached to this 
handout is a sheet for your written comments and input regarding the proposed project. Please 
mail any written comments about the project before (February 28, 2022) or leave them in the 
comment box tonight. You can also e-mail your comments to the contacts listed below.  
 
Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public 
as well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout 
the design process. 
 

For more information, please contact: 
 
Jered Lex 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
3550 Mormon Coulee Road 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
(608) 785-9956 
Jered.Lex@dot.wi.gov 
 
Jeremy Krachey 
TEAM Engineering, Inc. 
210 Guard Street 
Wauzeka, WI 53826 
(608) 875-5075 
jkrachey@teamenginc.com 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Public Involvement Meeting Comment Form  
 

Project ID: 5780-03-31 
Wauzeka – Soldiers Grove 

STH 60 to 0.49 Mi E of Railway St 
 

Project ID: 5780-03-01 
Wauzeka – Soldiers Grove 

0.49 Mi E of Railway St to Sunny Ridge Road 
 

Project ID: 5780-03-02 
Wauzeka – Soldiers Grove 

Sunny Ridge Road to Pleasant Street 
 

STH 131  
Crawford County  

Thursday, February 17, 2022, from 6:00PM to 8:00PM,  
at Gays Mills Community Building, 16381 State Hwy 131, Gays Mills, WI 54631 

 
Please place this form in the comment box or mail by (February 28, 2022) to the address on the 
back of this sheet. Comments can also be e-mailed to (jkrachey@teamenginc.com).  
 
Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public 
as well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout 
the design process. 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Email Address (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Please Print Comments (attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The information in this document including names, addresses, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, 

and signatures is not confidential, and may be subject to disclosure upon request, pursuant to the 

requirements of the Wisconsin open records law, sections 19.31 - 19.39 of the Wisconsin 

Statutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fold here 

         [Stamp] 

 

 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

Southwest Region 

3550 Mormon Coulee Road 

La Crosse, WI 54601 

Attn:  Jered Lex, P.E 

 

       

____________________________________________________ 

     Fold here to mail 

 


