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Project Location 
& Limits
• WIS 81, Rock County
• Western limits:

• Willow Creek Bridge
• Eastern limits:

• County K
Project Begin Project End



Project Need
Pavement Deterioration

Pavement Deterioration



Project Need Continued
Run-off the Road Crashes Shoulders

• From 2020-2024 there were 
34 total crashes, of those 18 
were roadway departures.

• Currently the roadway does 
not have any paved shoulders 
resulting in higher potential for 
run off the road crashes in the 
event that a driver would need 
to come to a sudden stop to 
avoid stopped traffic or have 
to pull over due to an 
emergency.



Possible Alternatives
No Build 
 No improvements, routine maintenance. Does not address project’s need.

Rehabilitation
 Rubblize existing concrete pavement
 Pave asphaltic surface on top
 Other safety improvements

Reconstruction 
 Remove existing pavement
 Construct new asphaltic or concrete pavement
 Other safety improvements



Preferred Alternative
Rehabilitation

• The most cost-effective alternative that fully addressing the projects needs

• No Build
 The most cost-effective option as no work will be done, however, this alternative does not fully address the 

projects needs and does not impact roadway safety.

• Reconstruction
 Does address the projects needs fully, however it is more expensive compared to rehabilitation due to larger 

local impacts, such as road closures, longer construction schedule due to the increased amount of work, and 
land acquisition.



Preferred Alternative
Rehabilitation

• Rubblize existing concrete pavement

• Lay 5.5 inches of asphaltic pavement on top of existing 
roadway

• Pave 5 ft of 10 ft shoulder

• Install rumble strips



Safety Improvements
• Widen Paved Shoulders
 Existing: 10-ft unpaved shoulder
 Proposed: 5-ft paved shoulder, 5-ft unpaved shoulder

• This would provide drivers a safer method of passing stopped traffic, and a safer place 
to pull over in an emergency situation.

• Rumble Strips
 Shoulder & Centerline

• To aid in alerting drivers that they have departed their lane.



Traffic Control
• Local access will be 

maintained throughout 
the duration of the 
project

• Through traffic will be 
detoured
• This will utilize WIS 213, and WIS 11
• Adds 9min to travel time (30min vs 

21min)



Preliminary 
design 
began:
Spring 2024 

Preliminary 
design and 
environmental 
process 
complete:
Summer 2026

Final plans: 
May 11th, 2027

Construction:
Currently 
scheduled for 
2029 could be 
advanced to 
2028 if 
funding is 
available

Schedule



• Project needs and safety concerns
 Pavement condition, run off the road crashes, and current shoulder conditions

• Project alternatives
 No build, rehabilitation, and reconstruction

• Comparing rehabilitation to no build, and reconstruction
• Rehabilitation work and addressing project needs and safety concerns
• Traffic control 
• Projects timeline

Project Summary



Contact information

 Anthony Buerger, PE          Hannah Punzel
  Project Manager   SW Region Communication Manager
  WisDOT    WisDOT
  2101 Wright ST    2101 Wright ST  
  Madison, WI 53704   Madison, WI 53704 

  anthony.buerger@dot.wi.gov  hannah.punzel@dot.wi.gov  

  (608) 246-7901    (608) 246-7907

mailto:anthony.buerger@dot.wi.gov
mailto:hannah.punzel@dot.wi.gov
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