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Note to the reader: 

The Wisconsin State Rail Plan 2030 derives many of its policy recommendations from Connections 2030, 
the state’s long-range multimodal transportation plan adopted in 2009. The initial draft of the rail plan 
provided critical freight and passenger data, including rail mileage, passenger volumes, top commodities 
shipped, revenues, and other quantified information. Policies for freight rail, passenger rail, and 
commuter rail, as well as the chapter on funding, were updated in 2013 during development of the final 
draft Wisconsin Rail Plan 2030. However, it is important to note that much of the data remains based on 
the earlier draft plan. Where known, the dates of the data are noted in the narrative and/or appendices 
of the plan. Future updates will incorporate more recent data, including improved freight commodity 
flow analysis and updates based on the 2010 Census. 
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SCOTT WALKER 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
P.O. BOX 7863 

MADISON, WI 53707 

February 5, 2014  
 
Mark Gottlieb, P.E., Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4802 Sheboygan Avenue, Room 120B 
P.O. Box 7910 
Madison, WI  53707 
 
Dear Secretary Gottlieb: 
 
The Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 (PRIIA), requires states to 
establish or designate, by State law or by the direction of the Governor, a “State Rail 
Transportation Authority” (SRTA). The SRTA is a State agency or official responsible for 
preparing, maintaining, coordinating, and administering the State Rail Plan.  The SRTA 
establishes priorities and implementation strategies to enhance rail service in the public interest 
and works to ensure that the State Rail Plan fully reflects the state’s policy on freight, passenger 
rail and commuter rail transportation.  
 
PRIIA also requires states to establish or designate a “State Rail Plan Approval Authority” 
(SRPAA), with responsibility to review and approve the State Rail Plan.  The SRPAA serves as 
the state approval authority for investment of public funds in rail projects. In most cases, the 
State Secretary of Transportation is designated as the authority that provides the final approval of 
the State Rail Plan. As with the SRTA, states have flexibility to designate the most appropriate 
official or organization within their state government as the SRPAA. The SRTA and SRPAA 
may be the same state entity or official. 
 
Therefore, I designate you, Mark Gottlieb, Secretary, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, 
to be the State Rail Transportation Authority and the State Rail Plan Approval Authority for the 
State of Wisconsin, as defined in the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008, 
Public Law 110-432.  This designation includes the authority to prepare, maintain, coordinate, 
and administer the State Rail Plan, and to review and approve the State Rail Plan and serve as the 
State approval authority for investment of public funds in rail projects.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Scott Walker  
Governor 
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Comments on Wisconsin Rail Plan 2030 were accepted November 8, 2013 through December 31, 2013. 
 

 

 

Sandra K. Beaupré, Director        

Bureau of Planning & Economic Development 
Division of Transportation Investment Management 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 7913 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 
(608) 266-7575 

 
 
 
 
Rebecca Burkel, Director       
Bureau of Technical Services 
Division of Transportation System Development 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 7913 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 
(608) 516-6336 
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