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City of Saint Paul

Resolution: RES 19-489

City Hall and Court 

House 

15 West Kellogg 

Boulevard

Phone: 651-266-8560

File Number:   RES 19-489

Supporting the second daily train to Chicago. 

 

WHEREAS, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train Passenger Rail Study completed the 

alternatives analysis and modelling for introducing a second daily train between Saint Paul, 

Milwaukee and Chicago at speeds up to 79 miles per hour in December 2018; and

 

WHEREAS, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train Passenger Rail Study identified 

approximately $25million in track and signal improvements in Minnesota, and

 

WHEREAS, passenger trains would utilize the existing Amtrak Empire Builder corridor from Saint 

Paul, MN to Chicago, IL with Minnesota station stops at Union Depot in Saint Paul, Red Wing and 

Winona; and

 

WHEREAS, a second round-trip passenger train from the Twin Cities to Chicago will benefit 

Minnesota's economy by supporting and creating jobs, increasing tourism and providing a more 

economical travel choice; and

 

WHEREAS, freight railroads will benefit from the capital improvements needed for the Twin 

Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train and crossing improvements will make auto and truck travel 

safer; and

 

WHEREAS, Governor Walz's has included the TCMC Second Train in his capital funding request to 

the legislature to complete the environmental analysis, service development plan and final 

engineering; and

 

WHEREAS, two bills have been introduced in the legislature specifically to fund the TCMC Second 

Train and two more bills to fund passenger rail activities statewide, including the TCMC Second 

Train.

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Saint Paul, Minnesota, 

that it hereby supports funding for the Twin Cities-Milwaukee--Chicago Second Train.

 

 

 

 

At a meeting of the City Council on 3/20/2019, this Resolution was Passed.

Yea: 7 Councilmember Brendmoen, Councilmember Thao, Councilmember 

Tolbert, Councilmember Noecker, Councilmember Prince, 

Councilmember Jalali Nelson, and Councilmember Busuri

Nay: 0
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File Number:   RES 19-489

Vote Attested by 

Council Secretary Trudy Moloney

 Date  3/20/2019

Approved by the Mayor

Melvin Carter III

 Date  3/25/2019

Clerk

Shari Moore

 Date  
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City of St. Charles
Resolution #07-2019

A Resolution Requesting Funding Support for the Twin Cities-MiIwaukee-Chicago

Second Train

WHEREAS, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train Passenger Rail

Study completed the alternatives analysis and modeling for introducing a second daily

train between the Twin Cities, Milwaukee and Chicago at speeds up to 79 miles per hour
in December 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train Passenger Rail

Study identified approximately $38 million in track and signal improvements in and near
Winona, Minnesota, and

WHEREAS, passenger trains would utilize the existing Amtrak Empire Builder
corridor from Saint Paul, MN to Chicago, IL with Minnesota station stops at Union

Depot in Saint Paul, red Wing and Winona; and

WHEREAS, a second round-trip passenger train from the Twin Cities to Chicago

will benefit Minnesota's economy by supporting and creating jobs, increasing tourism

and providing a more economical travel choice; and

WHEREAS, freight railroads will benefit from the capital improvements needed
for the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train. Crossing improvements will

make auto and truck travel safer; and

WHEREAS, MnDOT has requested $4 million in Governor Walz's capital
funding request to the legislature to complete the environmental analysis, service

development plan and final engineering.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of
St. Charles supports funding for the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train, and

requests that Governor Walz include the $4 million request from the MnDOT Passenger

Rail Office in his capital funding request to the Minnesota Legislature.

Adopted by the Council of the City of St. Charles, Minnesota this 26t day of February,
2019.

J-^
1.L.

Sch^ber, IVIayor

Nick KoveFman, City Administrator











 
CITY OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

RESOLUTION NO.  5123 

 
WHEREAS, passenger rail service is increasingly being recognized as a critical modal 

choice for small and medium sized communities, providing reasonably priced, safe, accessible 
transportation to complement the highway network; and 

 
WHEREAS, Wisconsin Dells is served by the Amtrak Empire Builder with one train in each 

direction every day on a route linking the community with the economic centers of Milwaukee, 
Chicago, and Minneapolis-St. Paul, as well as Portage, Columbus, Lacrosse, and Tomah, among 
others in neighboring states. Amtrak provides direct passenger rail service from Wisconsin Dells 
to 45 cities and towns all the way to the Pacific Northwest, and connects with other cities 
nationwide.    

 
WHEREAS, Wisconsin Dells’ tourist industry is the number one job creator in the County, 

with 4 to 5 million annual visitors, many who come from the Twin Cities and Chicago 
metropolitan area, and passenger rail service is a component of bringing people to our 
attractions, as well as bringing employees to the community, which is crucial to the success of 
our businesses.   

 
Whereas, the single daily round-trip train is limited in its ability to bring more visitors 

and workers to the Wisconsin Dells given its limited schedule and often sold-out trains.   
 
WHEREAS, Amtrak has set record ridership with thirty-two and one half million trips 

provided in Federal Fiscal Year 2019, earning $3.3 billion in revenue, and reducing Federal 
operating support to the lowest ever, $29 million. 13, 631 customers boarded and alighted 
from Amtrak trains at the Wisconsin Dells station in Federal Fiscal Year 2018. This would 
increase to as much as 23,000 with the addition of a two daily trains, indicating the value that 
increased passenger rail service could have for residents of Columbia County; and  

 
WHEREAS, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, like 17 other U.S. states, has an 

operating contract with Amtrak to supplement service along the existing Chicago to Milwaukee 
route with 14 additional train departures six days per week with and twelve on Sunday, 
because travel utility and demand is best served with multiple frequencies (departures and 
arrivals) each day providing competitive travel service that prompts motorists to opt not to 
drive and expanding the capacity of the existing transportation network between Milwaukee 
and Chicago with seats on trains; and 

 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Federal government appropriated $1.4 billion for rail-specific, 

competitive grants available for states to implement passenger rail improvement projects, 
making this mode a priority for the nation’s mobility; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Southeast Wisconsin business community sees the value of frequent 

passenger rail service as critical to efficient travel for employees, allows productive use of time 
during travel, and increases the attractiveness of Southeast Wisconsin as a business location 
and tourism destination, and the Wisconsin Dells wants experience similar benefits; and 
 



WHEREAS, the City of Wisconsin Dells wants to experience the economic and mobility 
benefits made possible by more frequent passenger train departures, such as that being 
experienced by communities on 28 Amtrak-state partnered passenger rail corridor serves 
across the U.S; and 

 
WHEREAS, Improving the ease of access to Wisconsin Dells for business and tourism will 

enhance Wisconsin Dells’ attractiveness and facilitate worker retention economic growth; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Dells wants to grow economically and encourage 

development, and improved passenger rail service beyond the single daily round-trip will be a 
powerful tool to do this.  
 

Whereas, the Wisconsin Dells recognizes that transportation investments that benefit 
Wisconsin residents and businesses require public support for construction and ongoing 
operations, as long as projects have a positive return on investment.  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Wisconsin Dells Council strongly supports 

continued efforts by the State of Wisconsin and the Wisconsin legislature to implement a 
second daily round-trip train between the Twin Cities, Wisconsin Dells, Milwaukee, and 
Chicago, and asks that all reasonable measures be taken to begin the service.   
 
          
Dated the 20th day of January, 2020. 
 
 
 
 

Edward E. Wojnicz 

Edward E. Wojnicz 
Mayor  
 
 

                 Attest: Nancy R. Holzem 

Nancy R. Holzem 
City Clerk/Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  6 ayes  0 nays   0 abst. 
Introduced: January 20, 2020 
Passed: January 20, 2020 
Published: January 30, 2020 
 



RESOLUTION 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train Passenger Rail 
Study completed the alternatives analysis and modeling for introducing a second daily 
train between the Twin Cities, Milwaukee and Chicago at speeds up to 79 miles per 
hour in December 2018; and 

 
WHEREAS, passenger trains would utilize the existing Amtrak Empire Builder 

corridor from Saint Paul, MN to Chicago, IL with Minnesota station stops at Union Depot 
in Saint Paul, Red Wing and Winona; and   

 
WHEREAS, a second round-trip passenger train from the Twin Cities to Chicago 

will benefit Minnesota’s economy by supporting and creating jobs, increasing tourism 
and providing a more economical travel choice; and   

 
WHEREAS, freight railroads and the businesses they serve will benefit from the 

capital improvements needed for the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train; and  
 

WHEREAS, crossing improvements will make auto and truck travel safer; and 
 
WHEREAS, MnDOT requires $4 million to complete environmental analysis, a 

service development plan and final engineering for the project’s next phase of 
development. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Winona Area Chamber of 

Commerce, Minnesota, that it hereby supports funding for the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-
Chicago Second Train, and requests that the Minnesota Legislature and Governor Walz 
approve this $4 million request during the 2019 legislative session. 
 
 
 

Dated this  21st day of February 2019. 
 
 
 

        
                          Della D. Schmidt 
                                                                 President/CEO 
                                                                 Winona Area Chamber of Commerce 
 



RESOLUTION #2019- 005 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A SECOND AMTRAK TRAIN RUNNING BETWEEN THE 
TWIN CITIES, MILWAUKEE AND CHICAGO WITH REGULAR STOPS AT WINONA 

STATION 

WHEREAS, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train Passenger Rail Study completed 
the alternatives analysis and modelling for introducing a second daily train between the Twin Cities, 
Milwaukee and Chicago at speeds up to 79 miles per hour in December 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train Passenger Rail Study identified 
approximately $38 million in track and signal improvements in and near Winona, Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, passenger trains would utilize the existing Amtrak Empire Builder corridor from Saint 
Paul, MN to Chicago, IL with Minnesota station stops at Union Depot in Saint Paul, Red Wing and Winona; 
and 

WHEREAS, a second round-trip passenger train from the Twin Cities to Chicago will benefit 
Minnesota's economy by supporting and creatingjobs, increasing tourism and providing a more economical 
travel choice; and 

WHEREAS, freight railroads will benefit from the capital improvements needed for the Twin 
Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train. Crossing improvements will make auto and truck travel safer; 
and 

WHEREAS, MnDOT has requested $4 million in Governor Walz's capital funding request to the 
legislature to complete the environmental analysis, service development plan and final engineering. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Board of Commissioners, that it hereby 
supports funding for the Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Second Train, and requests that Governor Walz 
include the $4 million request from the MnDOT Passenger Rail Office in his capital funding request to the 
Minnesota Legislature. 

Adopted at Winona, Minnesota this 26th day of February, 2019. 

Attest 

{~ 
Kenneth J. F -'ritz U 
County Administrator 

WINONA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Jn~ ')J 1-<lWMU-
Marie H. Kovecsi 
Board Chair 







From: Paul Schollmeier
To: Roggenbuck, Kevin
Subject: letters of support
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2020 3:39:31 PM
Attachments: Saint Mary"s University Feb12 TCMC letter.pdf

External message alert: This message originated from outside the Ramsey County email system. Use caution when
clicking hyperlinks, downloading pictures or opening attachments.

Kevin below is the letter from WSU president Scott Olsen.

Attached is the letter from Father Burns from Saint Mary's UNiversity.

I am still working on a joint media letter of support. It's not the best from WSU. Obviously, they don't want to place
other needs ahead of their own.

Both have said in email communications that GRR can say that their universities support the TCMC.

Paul

Dear _________________ (Gov. Walz/Sen. Miller/Rep. Pelowski)

Winona State University's top bonding requests for the 2020 legislative session are the "CICEL" project and
HEAPR investments found in the Minnesota State Capital Investment Request.  If those projects are supported and
state resources allow for additional investments, then I would encourage you to consider the proposed second train
to and from Winona.

Governor Walz includes $10 million in his bonding project budget for this proposed additional train between the
Twin Cities, Milwaukee, and Chicago.  This investment would provide final studies and matching dollars for needed
infrastructure improvements, including in the City of Winona and at the Mississippi River crossing.  I believe there
is demand for this service: the second train would have three stops in Minnesota and is predicted to more than
double the ridership currently found on the Empire Builder.  A second train to and from Winona would better serve
WSU's students, employees, and guests.  A recent study found that more than half of WSU students say they would
take the train if more frequent service was available.

Again, I hope the state budget will allow full support for the Minnesota State bonding request, and particularly the
"CICEL" project and HEAPR at WSU and HEAPR at Minnesota State College, Southeast.  If resources allow for
these investments and more, then please consider this additional investment in southeastern Minnesota.  Thank you!

Sincerely yours,

Scott R. Olson, President?

Paul Schollmeier
City of Winona
Council Member At-Large  2017 - Present

mailto:pschollmeier@ci.winona.mn.us
mailto:kevin.roggenbuck@co.ramsey.mn.us











Great River Rail Commission Member




