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Technical Memorandum
Local Bridge Inspections – Extended Frequencies

GUIDELINES: This memorandum describes the policy to extend inspection frequencies for eligible local bridge
structures.

Notice to all local bridge owners: the policy concerning inspection frequencies for both Routine and
Underwater Dive inspections has been updated to include distinct criteria to qualify for 48- and 72-month
inspection frequencies, respectively.
The details of the policy can be found both in the attached documents and in the Structures Inspection Manual.

Background

The National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) were created in 1971 under the 1968 Federal Aid Highway Act. This led
to the formulation of national guidelines requiring that all states maintain an up-to-date inventory of all bridges over 20 feet
in span and inspect them at regular intervals. For most routine inspections, this interval is 24 months.
In 2018, Wisconsin requested permission from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to implement extended bridge
inspection frequencies for lower risk structures. Included in that request were distinct criteria for bridges to qualify for
extended Routine and Underwater Dive intervals.
On November 5, 2019 FHWA formally approved that request. Subsequently, WisDOT developed an implementation plan
for 2020 to include State owned structures as a pilot project and targeted 2021 as the year that local agencies would be
eligible to utilize these policies.

Structure Criteria and Qualifications

For a bridge to be eligible for 48-month routine inspections, there are 15 specific criteria that must be met (see attached).
In general, these criteria relate to condition, age, risk, and complexity to determine eligibility. As of the request in 2018,
roughly 36% of the structures on the local inventory qualified.
In addition, for a bridge to be eligible for 72-month underwater dive inspections, there are 11 criteria that must be met.
Like the above, there were close to 40% of structures that qualified for extended dive frequencies in 2018.

Agency Qualifications

Local agencies are required to be assessed at a level of Compliance or Substantial Compliance for each of the FHWA 23
metrics to be eligible to utilize the extended frequency provisions. The link to the Metric document is below.
https://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/strct/inspection/nbip-metric-manual.pdf
Failure to assess at these levels for any of the 23 metrics will require the local agency to write a Plan of Corrective Action
(PCA) to correct the deficiencies. The plan must be approved by the Statewide Inspection Program Manager and
Regional Program Manager and the deficiencies must be corrected within the timeline agreed to in the PCA to maintain
eligibility.

Application Process

To utilize these policies (it is not a requirement), a new version of the DT2002 Structure Inspection Quality Control Form
will need to be submitted by the County PM or Commissioner. This form details specific information relevant to a
successful inspection program and allows the local agency to ‘Opt-in’ to using extended frequencies.

THE DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR THE 2021 INSPECTION SEASON IS FEBRUARY 1ST, 2021

Implementation Plan and Schedule

1. Week of November 2nd, 2020:
a. Regional PM’s will be sent an Excel sheet listing eligible local structures to disseminate to local
agencies.
b. Regional PM’s will contact local agencies with list and a link to the DT2002 form.
2. February 1st, 2021:
a. Deadline for county to have a completed (and signed) DT2002 form submitted electronically to
the Regional and Statewide PM’s. Forms not received by this date cannot be guaranteed
approval for extended frequencies in the 2021 season.
3. March 15th, 2021:
a. This is the due date of the National Bridge Inventory File. After submittal of the file, this will be
the first day the policy will be open to use in the Highway Structures Information System.
Regional and BOS PM’s will update frequencies accordingly to reflect DT2002 form requests.

QUESTIONS:
For information on the technical contents of this memorandum, please contact Richard Marz at (608)-266-8195
or Travis McDaniel at (608)-266-5097.

