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What is BIL?

•Signed on November 15, 2021, the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) represents a significant 
increase of federal funding available for local 
programs over the next five fiscal years.

•Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG)
▪ Surface Transportation Program (STP)

▪ Local Bridge 

▪ Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)

▪ Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality (CMAQ)



WisDOT FFY2023 Federal Plan
• Section 84.03(2)(b), Wis. Stats., requires WisDOT to submit a Federal Expenditure

Plan to the Wisconsin Joint Committee on Finance if the amount of federal-aid
highway funds provided by federal transportation authorization and appropriations
bills for the current State Fiscal Year (SFY) is less than 95 percent or greater than
105 percent of the amounts appropriated under s. 20.395, Wis. Stats.

• Joint Committee on Finance has the power to make changes to the submitted plan
▪ Example: Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality Program (CMAQ) BIL increase restricted to use 

on ROW projects

• Federal plan requirement needed to be factored into WisDOT’s response to the BIL



What is TAP STARS?



Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)

• Federally funded reimbursement program, generally 80/20 cost-share

• Competitive Selection Process (Statewide or Transportation Management Area)

• Emphasis on generating and enhancing utilitarian, non-motorized trips

• Eligible activities
▪ Non-Infrastructure

• Planning Studies 

• Safe Routes to School programing

▪ Infrastructure

• Design & Construction projects

• Construction-only projects

• Eligible entities: 
▪ Local Governments

▪ Transit Agencies

▪ Tribal Governments

▪ School Districts

▪ Non-Profits



Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)

• Commencement Rule: Projects must go to construction within 4 years of 
award
▪Wis. Stats. § 85.021(2)(b) 

▪ Commencement varies based on activity

• Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) greater than 200,000 in 
population receive a funding suballocation and select their own projects
▪ These MPOs are also known as Transportation Management Areas (TMA)



Safe Transportation Alternatives for Rural 
Schools (STARS) 

• Focus based on funding availability
▪ Less than 5,000 population located outside of MPO areas
▪Other Population Areas (5,000-50,000; 50,000-200,000; and Greater than 200,000)

• October solicitation will focus on rural non-infrastructure SRTS Programing 
& Planning proposals with smaller Infrastructure improvement projects 
▪ FFY2023-2024 Focus: Planning, SRTS Non-Infrastructure, and Design Activities

▪ FFY 2025-2026 Focus: SRTS (and other) Infrastructure Construction



Safe Transportation Alternatives for Rural 
Schools (STARS) 

• Rural communities/schools have great need for the benefits of SRTS 

▪ Long distances, high speeds, few sidewalks, highways bisecting towns, school staff 
serving multiple roles

• Limited historic rural participation in SRTS-related activities due to: 

▪ Local staff and other resource limitation

▪ Financial constraints
• STARS will address both of these issues by:

▪ Reducing minimum project cost requirements 

▪ Creating additional SRTS support through stakeholder partnership for application/project 
administration and coordination



TAP STARS Solicitation

• Solicitation opened on November 1, 2022
▪ Focus on SRTS Programming and Planning Study Projects

• Application Deadline – March 24, 2023 (TMA deadlines may vary)

• It is anticipated that successful sponsors will receive award notifications and will be 
contacted by the department to discuss scheduling in July 2023



Accessing TAP STARS Application 
Materials



Accessing Application Materials

• Visit wisconsindot.gov

• In the “Search Wisconsin DOT” type “BIL”
▪ Second search result = WisDOT BIL webpage, FFY23-26



Accessing STARS Application Materials



TAP STARS Application Materials



TAP STARS Application Materials



TAP STARS Application Materials



TAP-STARS Eligible Areas: GIS Application
(Anticipated mid-December 2022)



University of Wisconsin-Madison

Transportation Information Center



Technical 
Assistance

•Questions

•Grant

Resource
•Bulletins

•Website

Data
•Safety

•Roadway









• Access to all reportable DT4000 
crashes

• Examine roadway characteristics
• Type

• RR Crossing

• Bike/Ped Facilities



Andi Bill
(608) 890-3425 office
(608) 354-4010 mobile

bill@wisc.edu

Toll Free: (800) 442-4615

TIC Email: tic@interpro.wisc.edu

TIC Website: http://interpro.wisc.edu/tic

mailto:bjordan@wisc.edu
mailto:tic@interpro.wisc.edu


Narrative Response

1. Project Description & Overview

2. Project Planning, Preparation, & Local Support

3. Project Utility and Connectivity

4. Project Benefit

5. Sponsor History



Check Before you Submit:



WisDOT Grant Applications: Tips for 
Successful Applications

• Actions to take before the application process:

1. Decide on the parameters of your project
▪ Clearly define project need

▪ Clearly define project scope

2. Conduct stakeholder outreach
▪ Engage interest in your community

▪ Obtain letters of support

▪ Identify potential partners to create larger project benefit



WisDOT Grant Applications: Tips for 
Successful Applications

• Actions to take during the application process:

1. Complete all sections of application materials
▪ Map/location of project area

▪ Photos

2. Review application materials for errors

3. Tell a story – Engage the reviewer

4. Submit materials by the application deadline



WisDOT Grant Applications: Tips for 
Successful Applications

• Actions to take after the application is submitted:

1. Be Proactive
▪ Confirm receipt of application materials

▪ Inform WisDOT of any changes

2. Be Patient
▪ Ask when project awards are likely to be announced

▪ Do not start work on your project prior to authorization

3. Be Persistent
▪ Not all applicants are successful the first time

▪ Improve your application for future submissions



Additional Resources



New BIL Discretionary Webpage

• List of Current BIL Discretionary Funding 
Opportunities

• How to Apply for a Discretionary Grant 
• Grant writing Resources – which also includes 

links to helpful Federal resources
• Request a Letter of Support from WisDOT’s 

Secretary Thompson
• BIL Discretionary Grant Summary – Opportunity 

for Locals to let WisDOT know about 
Discretionary Grant opportunities that they have 
applied for
➢wisconsindot.gov/DiscretionaryGrants

➢wisconsindot.gov/BIL  



Central Office Local Programs Contacts

Travis Houle 
TAP & CMAQ Statewide Program Manager
(608) 266-9656
travis.houle@dot.wi.gov

Merrill Mechler-Hickson
Program & Policy Chief
(608) 261-8977 
merrill.mechlerhickson@dot.wi.gov

Tim Olusegun
Program & Policy Supervisor
(608) 266-0254
tim.olusegun@dot.wi.gov

Chris Brooks
BIL Primary Point of Contact
(608) 267-3611
christopher.brooks1@dot.wi.gov

mailto:travis.houle@dot.wi.gov
mailto:merrill.mechlerhickson@dot.wi.gov
mailto:tim.olusegun@dot.wi.gov
mailto:christopher.brooks1@dot.wi.gov


WisDOT 
Regions

SE Region - Jacob Varnes   
(262) 548-8789
jacob.varnes@dot.wi.gov

NC Region – Ben Roskoskey
(715) 365-5783

benjamin.roskoskey@dot.wi.gov

NE Region – Kelsey Lorenz
920 492-0142
kelsey.lorenz@dot.wi.govNW Region – Randy Kirk

(715) 392-7860
randall.kirk@dot.wi.gov

SW Region - Michael Erickson 
(608)-264-5361

michael.erickson@dot.wi.gov

mailto:jacob.varnes@dot.wi.gov
mailto:benjamin.roskoskey@dot.wi.gov
mailto:kelsey.lorenz@dot.wi.gov
mailto:randall.kirk@dot.wi.gov
mailto:michael.erickson@dot.wi.gov


Additional Resources
• WisDOT BIL Homepage 

▪ https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/bil-lp.aspx

• WisDOT TAP Homepage
▪ https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/aid/tap.aspx

• WisDOT Local Programs Acronyms & Definitions
▪ https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/lpm/lp-acronyms.pdf

• FHWA SRTS Guidance
▪ https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/safe_routes_to_school/guidance/#toc123542199

• YouTube Local Program Project Development Process Training
▪ https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoGzf6P7PsQ-I7QlFRHVVx9BXwD875_yR

• Bicycle/Pedestrian guidance 
• Wis. Stats. § 84.01(35)

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/bil-lp.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/aid/tap.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/lpm/lp-acronyms.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/safe_routes_to_school/guidance/#toc123542199
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoGzf6P7PsQ-I7QlFRHVVx9BXwD875_yR
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/84/01/35


Frequently Asked Questions



Thank You!

DOTLocalPrograms@dot.wi.gov


